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Maddened
in Michigan

“It’s not every day that Michigan’s bureaucracy
violates state and federal law while disenfranchising
more than 700,000 Michigan voters,” opens the
legal brief filed in the Michigan Supreme Court

last Thursday by Americans for Citizen Voting —
Michigan. “But that’s exactly what happened

[last] week.”

The group (which I chair) has worked for the last year to place the
Citizen Only Voting Amendment on Michigan’s November ballot. It
makes two basic reforms: requires the Secretary of State to check the

voter rolls, identifying and removing noncitizens in a fair process, and
requires photo identification to cast a ballot.

Last week, the Board of State Canvassers, two appointed Democrats and
two appointed Republicans, deadlocked repeatedly, 2-2, on counting petition
signatures even when they agreed that the signer was a registered Michigan
voter, and then, on whether to certify the issue for the ballot.

“The initiative’s sample was left just three signatures short of
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BUT WHETHER
IT SHOULD BE

COUNTED...
I THINK WE SHOULD

DECIDE LATER.

certification for the ballot,” Sen. Ruth Johnson explained in The Detroit
News, “after Democrats on the board refused to count the signatures
of nine Michigan voters whose identities had been verified by a notary
public, and who signed affidavits under penalty of perjury that the
signatures on the petitions in question were theirs.”

“These are real affidavits from real people who are real voters who signed
these petitions,” Republican Board Chair Richard Housekamp implored
his two Democratic colleagues.

“The signature matches,” acknowledged Democratic Vice-Chair Mary
Ellen Gurewitz, “but whether it should be counted . . . um. . . I think we
should decide later.”

“So, you’re going to hold the voter hostage is what I hear you saying,”
Housekamp replied.

“You should not have to stop to check the count,” wrote Johnson, a
former Secretary of State, “before giving credit for a signature you have
already acknowledged is valid. . . .

“Two unelected members of an obscure state board,” she concluded, “cannot
be allowed to strip away the constitutional rights of nearly one in 10 adults
in our state who signed a petition to place this issue before voters.”

That’s why we and the 700,000 Michiganders who signed our petition
want our day in court. Left without any response at all from Michigan’s
Democrat-dominated Supreme Court, on Monday we filed an emergency
petition with the U.S. Supreme Court.

Yesterday, Justice Brett Kavanaugh ordered the Michigan Secretary of
State, Bureau of Elections and Board of State Canvassers to respond to
our appeal by noon today. Our day is coming.

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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