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DEI“A” Directive 
Denied
July 13, 2026

Daymon Johnson has been 
fighting to speak freely.
A professor at Bakersfield College, a community college 
in California, Johnson has for years been bucking a 
mandate that he parrot the state’s “DEI” and “anti-racist” 
ideology — well, DEIA now: “diversity, equity, inclusion, 
and accessibility” — lest he face disciplinary action or 
receive the boot.

Community colleges, remember, are creations of the 
state, and Professor Johnson was being forced, by state 
directive, to mouth specific bureaucratic verbiage as if he 
were a mere functionary under a central planning board.

Alan Gura, the Institute for Free Speech’s lead counsel 
in the case, observed that Johnson’s fight has been for 
the First Amendment right to speak his mind, which 

American professors should be able to take for granted.

The settlement with Kern Community College District 
includes payment of $150,000 for attorneys’ fees. But it’s 
not perfect.

A permanent injunction against harassing 
Johnson for speech “in the classroom, in his 
scholarship, or as a private citizen” covers only five 
years. Government defendants “typically resist 
injunctions that are open forever,” making time limits 
in such settlements common, Gura explained. And five 
years “more than covers Johnson’s anticipated remaining 
time” at the school.

Nor does the decision address “whether the laws were 
constitutional as applied to anyone else.” But, said Gura, 
“the legal principles adopted by the court are persuasive 
authority that could lead to relief for other professors. . . .

“It’s easy for Sacramento officials to pass insane 
regulations . . . in their academic fantasy woke universe. 
. . . Something else entirely for local districts to try 
to defend them in a real courtroom where the First 
Amendment matters.”

So this imperfect ruling paves the way for 
further vindications.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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