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I’'m usually suspicious

of business-government
partnerships. But some
occasional and low-level
efforts are inevitable and at
worst anodyne.

Take the Great American State Fair in the District of
Columbia. This was an effort conceived by Donald
Trump in 2023, and “enacted” (?!?!) by the president’s
executive order once he resumed office in 2025. The idea
was to celebrate the semiquincentennial in the capital
with booths from each state. It was all very huzzah-
hooray-USA-oriented, and sounds like good clean fun.

I did not attend, and it reached its natural conclusion
without me last Saturday, on the Fourth of July.
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Interestingly, a number of states pointedly did not
participate. One gets the feeling that this was all about
hating on Trump, but maybe not. Be that as it may,
Pennsylvania’s Democratic governor wouldn’t fund or
orgnize the Pennsylvania booth, saying that he couldn’t
whip up any business sponsors.

That is unlikely, for when Pennsylvania’s Repubican
senator, Dave McCormick, heard about it, he called his
state’s senator from across the aisle, John Fetterman,
and the two decided to do it all themselves. “I started to
call businesses, and they came out of the woodwork,”
said the Republican.

From the accounts I've read, the event was either a self-
serving (Trump-o-centric) failure or a moderate success
— not a blowout — with the Pennsylvania booth
standing out, featuring antique flags and a replica of the
Liberty Bell.

This is old-time patriotic fun, a way of celebrating the
good stuff of our states and the union.

A cynic might say it’s all bread-and-circuses,
a distraction, but the answer to that is: enjoy but
don’t be distracted.

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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