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Mandatory 
Internet IDs
June 18, 2026

An assault on your freedom to use your 
computer without having to “verify 
your age” has migrated from states like 
California, Colorado, and New York to the 
United States Congress.
This is the so-called Parents Decide Act, which would 
“require operating system providers to verify the age of 
any user of an operating system.”

The honor system, the for-now method of the California 
law, doesn’t stop ten-year-olds from claiming to be 35. 
For such laws to “work,” the PC would have to require 
you to verify your age before you can use it.

That method cannot help but be invasive, like scans of 
your ID card or your face. Sure, many users of mobile 

computing devices have private security using their 
faces or fingerprints, but those users do not intend to 
share this secret information to third parties — which 
sure seems like what’s going on here.

PC Gamer observes that, although the method of age 
verification is crucial “in terms of privacy and data 
security,” the Energy and Commerce Committee will be 
deciding such things after passage. 

They’d have to pass the bill for us to see what’s in it.

Whatever the method, many users would obey, 
conscientiously giving the PC — and the PC or OS 
maker — ID or facial info that might be linked to 
purchase info in the company’s database.

Could such databases be hacked and provide criminals 
with new information with which to commit their 
crimes? Only if the umpteen stories per day on 
successful hacks of the databases of major companies 
are any clue.

“Save the children” is the familiar sales pitch, but if 
government is in charge of saving the children, our 
children are in trouble.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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https://thisiscommonsense.org/2026/06/18/mandatory-internet-ids/
https://windowsforum.com/threads/state-push-os-level-age-signals-for-app-age-checks-ca-co-ny.404202/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/8250/text
https://www.pcgamer.com/gaming-industry/us-may-force-operating-systems-to-have-mandatory-age-verification-share-info-with-third-parties/
https://www.pcgamer.com/gaming-industry/one-of-the-worst-case-scenarios-for-id-age-verification-is-already-here-with-a-discord-breach-compromising-some-users-data/

