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Partisan 
Pride Divide
June 16, 2026

“How proud are you to be 
an American?” a new NBC 
News poll asked.
“At the turn of the century, three quarters of Americans 
were ‘extremely’ or ‘very proud,’” Steve Kornacki 
explained to Meet the Press host Kristen Welker yesterday. 
“That number’s fallen to 56 percent.”

It is a sizable drop, leading Kornacki to inquire, “What’s 
behind this?” before supplying an answer: “it’s partisan.”

Boy, is it. Fully 90 percent of Republicans are “extremely” 
or “very proud” to be Americans, with just a mere 3 
percent “only a little” or “not at all” proud. Compare 
that to Democrats, less than a third (29%) of whom are 
“extremely” or “very proud” to be Americans with a 

whopping 36 percent “only a little” or “not at all” proud.

There is a significant divide between those 65 years old 
and older, 75 percent feeling pride, and the 18 to 34 
age group, with only 36 percent feeling it. But those 
differences pale in comparison to party identification.

In analyzing the poll at NBCNews.com, Jonathan 
Allen points out that Americans “have little faith in 
their institutions.” 

The military is the only institution mentioned in the 
survey that received overall majority support — 60 percent 
had a “great deal” or “quite a bit of trust,” including 86 
percent of Republicans but only 40 percent of Democrats.

A bare majority of Democrats, 52 percent, had significant 
trust in colleges & universities, while only 17 percent 
of Republicans shared that trust. “The significance: this 
is the only major institution,” noted Kornacki, “that a 
majority of Democrats feel that way about.”

Institutions often disappoint and our government has 
done things for which the proper emotion is shame, not 
pride. But the principles of individual liberty, equality and 
justice, proclaimed here 250 years ago, have been, as Tom 
Paine predicted, “an asylum for mankind.”

A source of pride.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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