Prosecutorial
Shell Game?
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The Department of Justice’s case
against the egregious former head of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
James Comey, is as weak a case as
he could hope.

Comey had shared an image on social media — a
photo of shells on a beach gathered together to
markout “86 47” — and, when people interpreted
it as a possible threat, he deleted it. “He said he
thought it was a political message, not a threat,” an
NPR story summarizes, “but now a grand jury in
North Carolina has made a federal case out of this.
It’s charged Comey with two felonies, including
allegedly threatening the life of the president.”

So why do I call it weak? While “86” may have
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originally meant “kill” or “delete,” amongst
gangsters, real or Hollywood, it’s often used
colloquially to mean “get rid of.” And though “47”

is the number of Trump’s second administration,

it’s possible — indeed likely — that Comey didn’t
mean “Kill Trump.” He could have meant “impeach
Trump” or “prosecute Trump” or any other politically
acceptable way to force the president out of office.

Don’t get me wrong. Was it a dumb thing for the
disgraced former government official to share? Sure.
But even outstandingly horrible former FBI heads
have freedom of silly speech.

This is not the first time Comey’s been
prosecuted by the Trump DQJ. The last time it
fizzled. And, considering the First Amendment,
this one will fizzle.

Bringing forward dumb charges looks bad, like
Democrats looked prosecuting Trump. The political
persecution of enemies is not all that popular.

And in a country filled with political corruption,
it sets the cause of “draining the swamp” back,
not forward.

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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