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Thought Deserts
March 4 , 2026

The U.S. is at war — a war that Trump 
had warned against; and UFOs/drones are 
again seen over New Jersey. But Senator 
Ben Ray Luján (D-N.M.) has something 
else on his mind, something a little closer 
to home: regulating grocery store pricing 
and marketing.
He has co-sponsored S. 3892, dubbed the “Stop Price 
Gouging in Grocery Stores Act of 2026.”

What is price gouging? Selling or offering items at 
a “grossly excessive price,” which the Federal Trade 
Commission is tasked with defining. But Luján’s real 
focus seems to be his distrust of surveillance in stores, 
which he fears will be used to adjust prices individually.

He somehow doesn’t mention why stores have increased 
surveillance of customers.

One word: thievery.

But Lujan isn’t alone, fecklessly fighting the food-market 
market. In Washington State and elsewhere, socialists 
and other politicians are trying to force grocers to stay 
open, even if their corporate owners have good reason 
to shut down a specific store. Seattle’s new mayor, 
Katie Wilson, says Seattle must not “allow giant grocery 
chains to stomp all over our communities, close stores 
at will, and leave behind food deserts.”

A south Tacoma neighborhood Safeway closed, so a state 
senator cooked up a bill to “give communities time to 
respond to grocery store closures.”

Truth is, of course, that grocery stores operate on slim 
margins. The more regulations piled on, and the more 
criminals you throw at them, the fewer groceries your 
community will have.

And the “liberals” who vote for such nonsense? They 
will not like the Mamdani stores they are left with — the 
subsidized product deserts that only now look good . . . 

In socialist dreams.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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