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Logic Suppression
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“In any other area of life—boarding a plane at
DSM, picking up Cyclone tickets at will-call,
or even buying Sudafed —showing a photo

ID is a non-event,” Luke Martz writes in the
Des Moines Register. “It is the baseline of
participation in a modern society.”

The Republican political consultant, who has “served as an
international election observer in Europe and the Middle East,”
compares Iowa’s election system with “the mess currently

unfolding in Minnesota,” where “Gov. Tim Walz signed a law
authorizing illegal immigrants to obtain driver’s licenses.”

Mr. Martz points out the “logical fallacy,” which he says has
“effectively undermined their own arguments against voter
ID.” How so? “If activists believe requiring a document to drive
is reasonable,” he argues, “then their claim that requiring a
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document to vote is a ‘racist barrier’ collapses.”

Indeed. He notes that the idea “that certain Iowans are
somehow incapable of obtaining a free state ID” is precisely
the “soft bigotry of low expectations,” highlighted by President
George W. Bush decades ago.
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Lastly, Martz addresses the “‘voter suppression’ narrative,”
which “has always had one major flaw: reality.”

Remember the hullabaloo over Georgia’s 2021 election law?
Former President Sleepy Joe Biden called it “Jim Crow 2.0” and
the politicians running Major League Baseball canceled the All-
Star Game in Atlanta as punishment, only to see voter turnout
in Georgia’s next election “more than 50% higher than in the
previous midterm election of 2018.”

Martz shares Iowa’s story, where “doomsayers predicted a
collapse in participation” after passage of voter ID. “Instead, we
saw the exact opposite. In 2018, the first general election with
the law, Jowa saw its highest midterm turnout in decades. In
2020, we shattered records with over 1.7 million ballots cast.”

Let’s not suppress reality.

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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