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Hating X: The
Naked Truth

January 16, 2026

Why do so many U.S. Democrats, like
some Europeans, want to outlaw X?

The current stage of the U.S. assault on the social media
platform formerly known as Twitter takes the form of
senatorial demands that X be removed from iOS and Android
app stores.

Why the enmity?

Well, under the ownership of Elon Musk, X lets people say
and write stuff that Democrats dislike. Such as criticism of
Democratic policies and politicians, just the kind of speech
the First Amendment was drafted to protect. (Criticism of
Republican, Libertarian, communist, and anarchist policies
and politicians? Also protected.)
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The rationalization for the proposed ban is that X’s Al software,
Grok, can generate pictures of nude or nearly nude people.

The ability to generate such images is hardly unique to this
particular chatbot. If X is to be banned from app stores
because of the possibility that users may post generated
nudes on the platform, many more social media platforms
would, logically, also have to be snared by the censorship net.

Yet, reports Reclaim the Net, the letter sent to the CEOs

of Apple and Google “by Senators Ron Wyden, Ben Ray
Lujan, and Ed Markey asked the tech giants only about X
and demanded that the companies remove X from their app
stores entirely.”

Unsurprisingly, X has announced that the nude-ifying feature
of Grok has been limited. I asked Grok, and it said that
“there is now a taboo/restriction on generating or editing
nudes (or near-nudes/revealing attire) of real, existing people
from photos. It will refuse prompts to digitally ‘undress’ or
sexualize identifiable real individuals. Attempts often result
in refusal, blurring, or error messages.”

Fixed?

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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