
On the web at: thisIsCommonSense.org  |  Think Freely Media, 190 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603  |  FAX: 703-910-7728

CommonSense Paul Jacob

Don’t Pay, 
Don’t Play
December 8, 2025

The European Commission is fining the X 
platform 120 million euros (140 million 
dollars), for “transparency failures”: not 
sharing advertising and user data with 
the EU and not making it easy to censor 
account holders.
As Reclaim the Net reports, the European Union 
wants platforms to open themselves to what it calls 
“independent research.” In practice, this means that 
“academics and NGOs, often with pro-censorship 
political affiliations” get special access to the data, 
“exactly the kind of surveillance the [Digital Services 

Act] claims to prevent.… The EU is angry that X is not 
policing speech the way it wants.”

My advice to Elon Musk is to shut down X (formerly 
Twitter) throughout the EU. And refuse to pay the fine.

X’s departure from the EU wouldn’t need to be 
permanent. For the censors would then have not only X 
and its uncooperative CEO to contend with; suddenly, a 
pro‑X lobby of millions of Twitterers would be putting 
pressure on the censors.

The chances of unilateral surrender by the EU? 
Pretty high. And that’s the only kind of surrender 
Musk should accept.

If he agrees to even a little EU repression in return for 
lifting of the fine, that could lead to a total loss for the 
freedom-of-speech side; the bureaucrats, spies, and 
busybodies would likely take that seemingly marginal 
concession and relentlessly work to enlarge it.

Accept only total victory. And be ready to again leave the 
EU the instant the EU-crats resume their attacks.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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