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“The Republican plan adds about $2 trillion 
to the debt,” Senator Rand Paul explained at 
the beginning of the month, referring to the 
Continuing Resolution (CR) which remains, 
to this day, unresolved. “I’m opposed to 
deficit spending,” he added, insisting that he 
would “vote for something with less deficit, 
but not a $2 trillion deficit.”
Most of the shutdown screaming blames President Donald 
Trump, but Trump’s a big advocate for the CR. Trouble is, 
it requires a 60 percent Yea vote in the Senate. All but three 
Democrats voting Nay ensure that the CR will continue to fail.

So, Sen. Paul’s continuing Nay vote isn’t the cause really; 

a switch on his part wouldn’t allow the bill to pass. The 
folks worried about losing their SNAP benefits (just about 
the only Americans not in government who’ve noticed the 
shutdown) shouldn’t blame anyone other than those nay-
saying Democrats.

From the beginning, Paul has noted a different irony — his 
alignment with the bulk of Democrats in opposing the CR. 
He’s against its continuation of old spending expectations; 
Democrats, on the other hand, demand even more, especially 
securing the renewal of Obamacare subsidies.

While the CR failed a 13th time, yesterday, Rep. Rosa 
DeLauro (D‑Ct.) said that lawmakers had set aside 
a USDA contingency fund “for exactly these kinds of 
purposes” — that is, to fund SNAP during the shutdown. 
The White House insists it lacks legal authorization for this, 
and, besides, November’s food subsidy requires $9 billion, 
and the fund falls short by four.

It appears that the tens of millions who may not get their 
EBT cards filled at the beginning of November remain 
unaware of what the battle is really about.

But they may be getting a clue: it’s not about them.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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