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“It is essential that we (CIA/NSA/FBI/ODNI) 
be on the same page and are all supportive of 
the report,” wrote former Director of National 
Intelligence, James Clapper, “in the highest 
tradition of ‘that’s OUR story, and we’re 
sticking to it.’ ”
Clapper wrote that in a recently declassified email from late 2016. 
It’s about RussiaGate, which his inter-departmental team had 
concocted out of Clinton oppo campaign research leading up to 
Donald Trump’s unexpected win that year.

“This is one project that has to be a team sport,” urged Clapper, 

expecting unity on his scheme to undermine Trump’s presidency.

While you and I may hope that saving the country isn’t mere sport 
to our leaders, we should learn from divulgations of this kind. 
They know what they’re doing, and are serious about it, even when 
“sticking to” an obviously nutty story.

Do you remember where that phrase came from?

On May 18, 1926, Aimee Semple McPherson vanished 
while swimming at Venice Beach, California. A massive 
search — involving divers, the Coast Guard, and a $25,000 
reward — came up bupkis. But this media innovator and 
founder of the International Church of the Foursquare Gospel 
reemerged five weeks later near the Mexican border, saying she had 
been abducted by three strangers, held captive in a desert shack, 
tortured, and forced to write ransom notes before her escape, 
walking 40 miles through wilderness. Her wild story quickly 
fell apart as evidence of a torrid affair was made public. But in 
response to relentless questioning from prosecutors, journalists, 
and skeptics during the following grand jury hearings and trials, 
the Pentecostal evangelist repeatedly affirmed her account, often 
uttering variations on what became an infamous theme: “This is 
my story, and I am sticking to it.”

James Clapper channeled that while orchestrating his much more 
serious public fraud. And he expects to get away with it, too, like 
“Sister Aimee” did, through bluster. 

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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