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The question is freedom of speech. 
Many German officials are opposed. 
Twitter‑X, or X, is in favor.
As Reclaim the Net summarizes the case, “German 
prosecutors are testing whether the reach of their 
censorship laws can outstrip the guardrails of 
international treaties.”

These prosecutors have been going after three X 
managers for alleged “obstruction of justice.” This 
obstruction consisted of refusing to immediately give 
prosecutors data on users who utter government-
disapproved speech.

The X managers have been adhering to the provisions 

of a bilateral treaty, the Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty, 
under which the German requests are to be reviewed 
in U.S. legal channels before X can be forced to comply. 
Which increases the chances that X will not be forced 
to comply.

The prosecutors regard the managers’ refusals as a form 
of criminal interference. The legal and constitutional 
issues are now being battled over in German courts.

This is the German government which has 
been in the news for raiding the homes of people 
who post sentiments online of which the 
government disapproves.

That X is not meekly obeying orders to violate the trust 
of account holders and turn over their private information 
has upset German advocates of censorship. One MP, Anna 
Lührmann of the Green Party, says that X’s resistance 
to censorship is a “scandal” that “goes against fair 
competition and puts our democracy at risk.”

I don’t think, though, that democracies fail to be robust 
as they become more like dictatorships. Germany has it 
all inverted.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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