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The Chinese Embassy in Thailand has 
pressured the Bangkok Art and Culture 
Centre to censor an exhibit: to remove 
works dealing with China’s persecution of 
groups such as the Uyghurs and Tibetans. 
The exhibit’s curator notes an “irony”: the exhibit 
being censored is on the theme of censorship. Actually, 
it’s about more than that. Titled Constellation of 
Complicity: Visualising the Global Machinery of 
Authoritarian Solidarity, it’s an ambitious project, 
attempting “to reveal power in its entanglements, and 
to insist that art remains one of the last ungovernable 
territories of resistance.”

But the exhibit is held in the Kingdom of Thailand, not 

exactly known as a bastion of freedom and democracy. 
So it shocked no one when the gallery’s operators 
felt that they had no choice but to submit to China’s 
demand — in no small part because a financial sponsor 
and the Thailand’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs had both 
accepted the diktat.

What happened is no isolated example of bad 
behavior — by China or by unresisting victims. 
Increasingly, we live in a world where the Chinese 
Communist Party tells us what can be said, what can be 
shown, what can be done.

Several years ago, a Marriott worker in Nebraska was 
fired after he or a colleague “liked” a pro-Tibet tweet 
using the Mariott social media account. The CCP 
exploded. Marriott has hotels in China. 
Marriott groveled.

Marco Rubio, then a U.S. Senator, said at the time that 
every week it seemed that another major company was 
shamelessly apologizing to the PRC for “some sort of 
‘misstep’ related to Tibet . . . and other sensitive issues.”

It’s not just “art” that must learn to resist the 
governance of China  . . . before it’s too late.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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