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Some pro-Trumpers embrace the 
President on the idea that “a businessman 
can apply common business sense to out-
of-control government.” 
Though government could use more such sense, 
not less, overall I’m not very impressed with this 
argument because in key ways government is nothing 
like business.

Government lacks the salient standard of profit 
and loss. 

Therefore, people trying to apply decent standards 
are at a disadvantage. The feedback mechanism 
just doesn’t seem to work in favor of responsibility. 
Accountability is especially hard when those who 
must hold bureaucrats and politicians accountable 
are tempted to get in on the racket.

Which is why so much of politics is B.S.

And if politics is mostly B.S., then maybe putting a 
B.S.er in charge isn’t such a crazy idea after all.

Did Mr. Trump just prove himself in this manner?

Less than two days after bombing three Iranian 
nuclear sites, he abruptly announces a cease fire 
between Israel and Iran, with a promise of peace.

Almost every politician is a narcissist, and Trump 
wears that diagnosis on his sleeve. He plays one on 
TV 24/7. Still, it might be … B.S. Narcissists don’t 
conspire to produce peace behind the scenes.

Trump is something else. He may be a B.S.er on most 
subjects, but perhaps he thinks that the only way to 
play a B.S. system is to out‑B.S. it at every move.

He may have just proven the wisdom of his 
unique method.

We’ll see. We all hope for peace, though, right?

Right?

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.  
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