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“Elon Musk says he is ‘disappointed’ 
by the price tag of the domestic policy 
bill passed by Republicans in the 
House last week and heavily backed by 
President Trump,” explains CBS News. 
The “price tag” is indeed a whopper, if by price we mean 
what Donald Trump’s ballyhooed “Big, Beautiful Bill” (the 
One Big Beautiful Bill Act orBBB) added to the debt: an 
expected $3.3 trillion over ten years.

“I think a bill can be big or it can be beautiful,” Mr. Musk 
claims, laughing, in an upcoming CBS News Sunday 
Morning interview — a portion leaked as a teaser by 
CBS on Tuesday. “But I don’t know if it can be both. My 
personal opinion.”

An opinion shared by many — just not those 
“in government.”

Which is apt, since Musk is out. He expressed his 
“personal opinion” as he was exiting the Department of 
Government Efficiency (DOGE). The exit isn’t the big 
story. We knew from the beginning that Musk’s time at 
DOGE was not going to last forever. 

Which highlights the up-in-the-air aspect of DOGE’s 
mission and future.

Note that Musk is capable of artful politics. His official 
statement appeared on X: “As my scheduled time as 
a Special Government Employee comes to an end, I 
would like to thank President [Donald Trump] for the 
opportunity to reduce wasteful spending.” 

This rosy view of his exit may mask much muck. “Musk 
made himself a total pariah,” first-ousted Trump strategist 
Steve Bannon told The Free Press. “He had access, 
admiration, unlimited resources — and by his own actions 
toward people, blew it all.”

How did he blow it? By actually doing something?

Musk concluded his official exit statement by hazarding 
that DOGE’s “mission will only strengthen over time as it 
becomes a way of life throughout the government.” That’s 
precisely what’s in doubt.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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