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“Americans are watching with outrage 
the stunning news that Trump’s 
FBI has arrested a sitting judge in 
Milwaukee for alleged obstruction of 
an immigration arrest,” declared U.S. 
Rep. Jamie Raskin (D‑Md.).
Arresting judges?

“This is a drastic escalation and dangerous new front in 
Trump’s authoritarian campaign of trying to bully, intimidate, 
and impeach judges who won’t follow his dictates,” Raskin 
explained. “We must do whatever we can to defend the 
independent judiciary in America.”

Oh, my goodness, what is Mr. Trump doing now? was 

admittedly my first thought. But then I looked at the two 
cases raised. 

The first features Joel Cano, a former magistrate judge in 
Doña Ana County, New Mexico, and his wife, Nancy, both 
charged with evidence tampering, as reportedly “jail records 
show.” Cano resigned back in March, after the Department of 
Homeland Security raided his home, on information that “an 
undocumented immigrant from Venezuela whom authorities 
suspect of being a Tren de Aragua member, and others were 
staying on the Canos’ property.”

Last Friday, the FBI arrested Milwaukee County Circuit Court 
Judge Hannah Dugan on obstruction of justice charges, 
“alleging,” NBC News reported, “that she obstructed federal 
authorities who were seeking to detain an undocumented 
immigrant by escorting the man and his defense attorney 
though a nonpublic jury door.”

That man, Eduardo Flores-Ruiz, in court on a new domestic 
violence charge, was successfully apprehended by ICE, 
nonetheless. But what to make of a judge aiding and abetting 
a criminal’s escape?

Yes, we want an independent judiciary. But independent from 
politics — not independent from the law. 

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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