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“Why is Taiwan such a hot 
flash point?” 
That’s what U.S. Senator Tom Cotton (R‑Ark.) asked 
Admiral Samuel Paparo, head of the United States Indo-
Pacific Command. “Why could it lead not only to a 
catastrophic war, but also global Great Depression? Why 
should Americans care about an island on the other side of 
the world?”

The admiral told the Senate Armed Services Committee 
that the senator’s “last point [was] quite salient. Many a 
research organization postulate that conflict in the western 
Pacific over the Taiwan question would result in a 25 
percent GDP contraction in Asia and a knock-on effect of 
10 to 12 percent GDP reduction in the United States of 

America, with unemployment spiking seven to 10 points 
above base and likely 500,000 excess deaths of despair 
above base as well.

“This is just the importance of the regional stability 
to the world economy and its effect on people’s lives,” 
added Paparo. “And this is a function of freedom of 
navigation; it’s a function of the world dependency on 
semiconductors.”

“And to be clear,” offered Sen. Cotton, “simply having 
the conflict over Taiwan which is such a center of gravity 
in the modern economy could lead to many of the 
consequences you just outlined.”

Paparo explained that “most of the things” he has 
“studied indicate that American intervention would halve 
that impact,” adding “a successful American intervention 
would. 

“Still a grave result,” Admiral Paparo acknowledged, “but 
half as grave, with savings of a lot of human misery.”

Let’s hope and pray and prepare militarily to deter 
Chinese aggression.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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