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Newsweek “I’ve got a pen,” said Barack 
Obama, famously, “and I’ve got a phone; and 
I can use that pen to sign executive orders 
and take executive actions and administrative 
actions that move the ball forward.…”
There has been a lot of talk, recently, about the danger posed 
by Donald J. Trump’s executive orders. Understandable, but no 
matter how dangerous an imperial president may be, the one 
thing you cannot say about the “use of the pen to sign executive 
orders” is that it is unprecedented.

But there’s one kind of pen that is somewhat … problematic: 
the autopen.

It’s a signing machine.

The first was called the “polygraph,” invented by John 
Isaac Hawkins in 1803; President Thomas Jefferson was an 
enthusiastic user.

Today’s autopen is much advanced. Regular people probably use 
something like it to file their taxes, or use it regularly on legal 
documents in PDF form, but the presidential autopen is more 
secure. Or is supposed to be.

In 2005, the Bush legal team decided it was hunky dory to 
use an autopen to “sign” documents when the president is 
out of the country. What matters, the lawyers reasoned, was 
presidential intent.

Since then, all three presidents have used an autopen. 

But Joseph Robinette Biden, Jr., used it to sign nearly everything. 

Or so alleges The Heritage Foundation’s Oversight Project. 
“The organization’s assertion points to a pattern whereby all 
documents featuring Biden’s signature, except for the one 
announcing his withdrawal from the presidential race last 
year, utilized the autopen,” reports Christina Davie. “These 
claims raise questions about presidential authenticity and 
executive authority.”

As that Bush era report makes clear, it’s presidential intent 
that matters. And in the case of the 46th president, we know 
that he did not remember ever signing at least a few of his 
executive orders.

As the Oversight Project makes clear in its report title, “Whoever 
Controlled the Autopen Controlled the Presidency.” I wonder, was 
it Jill Biden? Or one of the named triumvirate of Biden cronies?

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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