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“Congress has secretly paid out more than 
$17 million of your money,” Representative 
Thomas Massie tweeted last week, “to 
quietly settle charges of harassment (sexual 
and other forms) in Congressional offices.”
Sounds nasty when he states it like that. He could have said 
Congress has valiantly kept litigation from disturbing the august 
workings of the world’s greatest deliberative body!

But seriously, Massie tells the truth and offers a challenge: 
“Don’t you think we should release the names of the 
Representatives? I do.”

He refers to the names of the accused in Congress. The ones bailed 
out of criminal and civil action, along with public obloquy, to the 
tune that only two-digit millions can play.

Amusingly, Representative Massie compares and contrasts 
congressional hanky-panky and hush-money payments with those 

of former and future president of the United States, Donald Trump. 
“The allegation is that President Trump paid $130,000 of his own 
money but here in Congress we have … there may be some on 
this dais!” The “some” are the bailed-out accused harassers whom 
Massie works with every day.

Imagine the love Massie must feel from his fellow brothers 
and sisters in Congress Assembled, with his demand for 
complete transparency.

Years ago I quoted CNN on the hush-money issue. “The current 
system in place does not require the [Office of Compliance] to 
make public the number of sexual harassment complaints, 
number of settlements reached, the dollar figure of those 
settlements or which offices are being complained about. 
Congressional aides say this is giving unintentional cover to the 
worst offenders in Congress.” 

I questioned whether that was “unintentional.”

It’s not called “hush money” because it brings things out 
in the open!

Were I the twice-impeached Donald Trump, I’d bring up that $17 
million every time I addressed Congress. After all, Trump paid for 
his own … alleged … indiscretions. 

Our representatives have made us pay for theirs.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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