A Cheating Culture
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Cheating has always been a
problem in higher education,

but ChatGPT has caused it

to metastasize.

The Chronicle of Higher Education reports that the
percentage of students at one college who admit
cheating has jumped “from 35 percent in 2019 to 65
percent in 2024.” This school is not an outlier.

Teachers can see how bad it’s gotten. One professor
emailed a student caught using ChatGPT to write a
paper to warn that she would fail the course if she did it
again. The student replied with a heartfelt apology but
soon did it again. It turned out that the apology itself
had been spewed by ChatGPT.

Paul Jacob

How to combat the trend?

There are many ways if one is serious about it.
Detecting prose that is ChatGPT-spawned is usually not
hard. But if students suffer no real costs for cheating, as
is often the case, cheating will only remain routine.

“Researchers have long documented that many
students cheat at some point in their educational
career,” the author of the Chronicle article explains,
“and that their motivations are situational rather than
character based.”

Talk of motivations is off-point. Students’ actions are
“situational”-based in terms of incentives. Students
come in a wide range of character, I hazard, each
individual’s integrity built up by a long string of past
decisions, which were, undoubtedly, influenced by
incentives. When strict honesty is not taught and
rewarded, and gross dishonesty not condemned and
punished (with bad grades or expulsion), then even
students with strong character will be tempted to cheat,
and weaker students will cheat.

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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