Musk Avoids
alrap

November 25, 2024

After reports that British MPs wanted

to summon Elon Musk to interrogate
him about the role of his company,

X (Twitter), “in disseminating
‘disinformation’ during the summer
riots,” I didn’t suppose that he’d be eager
to rush across the pond to be grilled by
enemies of freedom of speech.

One of his would-be interrogators, Chi Onwurah,

a Labour committee chairwoman, said she wanted to
“cross-examine him to see ... how he reconciles his
promotion of freedom of expression with his promotion
of pure disinformation.”

Paul Jacob

What a mystery. How can someone champion freedom
of speech and letting people say things with which
others disagree? Isn’t freedom of speech only for
government-authorized speech, the kind King George III
would have approved?

On X, a Malaysian commentator sought to warn Musk:
“This is a trap,” tweeted Miles Cheong, “They’ll detain
him at the border, demand to see the contents of his
phone, and charge him under counterterrorism laws when
he refuses.”

If we were concerned even a little that Mr. Musk might fall
into this or a similar trap, we needn’t have been.

In reply to Cheong, Musk asserted that MPs will, rather,
“be summoned to the United States of America to explain
their censorship and threats to American citizens.”

In September, in response to being pointedly and publicly
not invited to a British investment conference, Musk had
said, “I don’t think anyone should go to the UK when
they’re releasing convicted pedophiles in order to imprison
people for social media posts!”

This is Common Sense. I'm Paul Jacob.
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