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Will it happen this time?
Even the most profligate taxers and spenders sometimes 
talk about making our federal government “more efficient” 
or about “cutting waste.” Commissions are set up, reports 
issued, and then — we still see the same runaway trajectory.

This time, former President and President-Elect 
Donald Trump has announced that two heavy hitters, 
entrepreneurs Elon Musk and Vivek Ramaswamy, 
will be heading up a Department of Government Efficiency 
(DOGE) to do the job. They’re already planning and hiring.

Trump says that DOGE is determined to “dismantle 
government bureaucracy, slash regulations, cut wasteful 
expenditures, and restructure feeral agencies.”

The project of cutting wasteful expenditures is the same 
going-nowhere notion that we have seen before. If we get 
actual demolition of merely destructive agencies — which 
would require congressional cooperation, I believe — this 
would be great.

I can provide a list. But that would make me a part-timer 
in this endeavor, and “We don’t need more part-time idea 
generators,” DOGE says.

“We need super high-IQ small-government 
revolutionaries willing to work 80+ hours per week 
on unglamorous cost-cutting. If that’s you, DM this 
account with your CV. Elon & Vivek will review the 
top 1% of applicants.”

Let us see what happens. Trump would have to push 
this forcefully and continually, getting his supporters 
to forcefully and continually pressure Congress, to get 
enough done fast enough to actually reduce Leviathan. 
And he’ll have a lot of other stuff to cope with.

But … boy, do we need it.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.  
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