The Squirrel
vs. The State

November 4, 2024

"Squirrel!”

In an age of short attention spans and viral memecraft, the latest
cultural moment regarding a squirrel could influence more
minds about politics than all the quips, speeches and gaffes of
Trump and Harris combined.

The news is not hard to understand. “Wild squirrel that was
taken in by Mark Longo seven years ago was confiscated after
conservation officials received reports of ‘potentially unsafe
housing of wildlife,”” is how The Guardian put it on Halloween.

“An orphaned squirrel that became a social media star called
Peanut was euthanized after New York authorities seized the
beloved pet after a raid on his caretaker’s home, authorities
said,” was Saturday’s Guardian update.

After the six- (or ten-) officer raid and after the execution, the
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deluge: ire and satire flooded the meme-o-sphere.

Not a few governments enforce laws against taming wild
animals. One concern is rabies, though the rabies danger of a
squirrel rescued as a baby and raised indoors must be preciously
close to ZERO. When individuals own tigers and other
predators, the danger is obvious—but certainly P’nut was not
such a concern.

This is just the way the modern State operates: bureaucratically,
with lumbering indifference to property rights (the squirrel was
indeed owned, and housed privately), liberty (sans harm, the
case to leave well enough alone is pretty clear), and common
sense (Andy Griffith would not have put down the squirrel; he
would have told Barney Fife to put down the revolver).

How ridiculous and cruel government can be!

Maybe the last half dozen of undecided Americans will pull
the lever, Tuesday, for less nonsensical government intrusion
because of it.

It certainly doesn’t make the meddler class look good.

This is Common Sense. I'm Paul Jacob.

Note: We also mourn the passing of Fred the Raccoon, a fellow rescuee at
P’Nut’s Freedom Farm, also confiscated and executed by the State of New
York for the same trivial infraction of his owner: not licensed by the State.
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