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Will the world escape the 
punishing “green energy” 
mandates?
The government of Italy is making known its unhappiness 
with a looming ban on sales of gas-powered vehicles, 
supposed to happen by 2035. The mandate has been imposed 
by the European Union, of which Italy is a member.

The transition is to be attended by formal review of how 
things are progressing toward the goal of eliminating gas cars. 
One is scheduled for 2026. Italy wants it to happen sooner.

Italy’s industry minister, Adolfo Urso, has indicated that 
his government will soon formally request this early review. 
Everyone understands that this is not because the current 
government of Italy is in a hurry to stamp its imprimatur on 
the EU’s plans.

Urso says: “We believe it’s absolutely necessary to modify the 
direction of EU industrial policy. The automotive sector is the 
one where a change from the Green Deal is most required.”

Prime Minister Giorgia Meloni has called the decision to 
outlaw gas-powered vehicles “self-destructive.”

Meanwhile, demand for electric cars has slumped in Europe 
and the U.S. as the inconveniences and risks become better 
known. These include the cars’ still very high cost, their 
tendency to freeze up in very cold weather, the greater 
frequency with which their tires must be changed, the 
difficulties of recharging, the difficulties of putting out the 
fires when the cars catch fire.

May Italy show the way out of the debacle and let’s hope the 
rest of the EU follows.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.  
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