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It seemed like wisdom in 2002: “To understand 
the workings of American politics, you 
have to understand this fundamental law: 
Conservatives think liberals are stupid. Liberals 
think conservatives are evil.” The late Charles 
Krauthammer expounded this “law” in a column 
entitled “The central axiom of partisan politics.” 

I am no longer sure this was ever correct, and am 
confident it doesn’t apply to American politics now.

First off, the enemy of conservatives may have been 
“liberals” 150 years ago. But not now. The proper word is 
“progressive,” not “liberal,” and to those who follow the to 
and fro of substantive policies, the most classically liberal 
people right now are conservatives.

And “conservatives” is not the right word, either, is it? 
Progressives hate hate hate the dominant strain in the 
Republican Party, the Trumpians. Well, Trump isn’t now, 
nor has he ever been, a “conservative,” though some of his 
actions during his term in office, were more conservative 
than any other Republican president of our time. What 
Trump and his followers now oppose is the “insider-ism” 
of big government, with Democrats constituting the 
dominant force of the administrative state and, yes, the 
Deep State. That is the nature of Republican populism.

Another problem with Krauthammer’s Law is that 
progressives have always looked upon conservatives and 
decentralist populists in the dread Republican Party as 
both evil and stupid.

But it’s worse: both sides, today, look upon the other as 
both stupid and evil. 

The real question then, to anyone who ideologically 
distances himself from leaders on both sides, is to discern 
whether both sides are right about each other.

And, it follows, wrong about themselves.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.  
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