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A Big Step 
Over the Vomit
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“Two hours before the Washington Capitals 
play in Chinatown on a crisp November 
evening,” Candace Buckner wrote recently in 
The Washington Post, “a man stretches out 
on the pavement near Sixth and F streets NW, 
wrapped beneath a gray hoodie that he’s using 
as a blanket. Around the corner, a woman rolls 
a blunt outside the arena’s sportsbook entrance, 
and soon the waft of marijuana will perfume 
the area. There’s a spillage of vomit, green, near 
the tree on the sidewalk. Another man, this one 
cradling his arms behind his back and mumbling, 
doesn’t seem to notice the mess as he walks over 
it and bends over to pick up old cigarette butts.”

Might there be some connection between the state of 
downtown Washington, D.C., and the decision by the owner 
of both the Washington Capitals hockey team and the 
Washington Wizards NBA team to relocate them outside the 
city to Virginia?

“The District faced competition from Virginia,” explained 
a separate news story, “only because Leonsis had begun 
quietly exploring a new home for his teams in 2022, after 
years of complaining about crime and the noise of buskers 
outside his arena.”

There was not only less vomit but more room to be had 
in Virginia. For an even more expensive “public-private 
partnership” project. 

My fellow Virginia taxpayers and I are not crowing — 
Washington’s loss is our loss. We will no doubt pay for the 
privilege of experiencing even worse traffic and pricier tickets 
to hockey and basketball games . . . with higher taxes. 

Politicians can make names for themselves with these big 
sports franchise grabs. That’s what happened 30 years ago in 
the District of Columbia’s Chinatown. 

But the names have moved on, and now so have the games.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.  
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