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Do politicians 
understand limits? 
They seem to have this notion that they may limit us 
every which way . . . with no natural or civilized limit 
set upon the limits they may impose.

Take California lawmaker Scott Wiener.

This state senator (District 11-D.) has introduced a bill 
to force carmakers to install a gadget limiting vehicle 
speed to a maximum of ten miles per hour above the 
speed limit. The murderous gadget would be installed 
starting with 2027 car models.

I foresee problems. Hence that word “murderous.” 
Wouldn’t it be kind of dumb to have to go slower than 
the traffic all around you if that other traffic consists of 

pre-2027 vehicles going markedly faster than the 
speed limit?

Also, mightn’t emergency vehicles often have 
good reason to zip along faster than this gadget-
imposed maximum?

Not to worry. The Hill reports that emergency 
vehicles would be exempt, “and the California Highway 
Patrol could authorize the system’s disabling in certain 
other cases.”

Touble is, any vehicle can, at any time, become an 
“emergency vehicle” — if an emergency requires 
it to move faster than the Wiener-imposed limit. Do 
you then call up the California Highway Patrol and 
ask that the gadget be disabled? What if you have 
five seconds to act? That’s not much time to beg the 
California Highway Patrol to give you control over your 
own property.

I detect hazards in letting government control every 
aspect of our lives and every movement we make. Can 
we put on the brakes, please?

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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