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As war rages in the Middle East, Ukraine, 
and elsewhere, some U.S. politicians 
struggle to devastate the American 
landscape. One of their targets is American 
landscaping equipment.
In Washington state, lawmakers hope to put an end to 
gas-powered landscaping. If they succeed, the ordinary 
activities of humble homeowners and businessmen — 
humble but determined to keep using Yardmax lawn 
mowers and Echo leaf blowers — would be criminalized.

Regulations instead of bombs will be the way. If you don’t 
follow the regulations, then you’ll be “bombed” with 
fines. Or jail time.

State Representative Amy Walen is pushing legislation, 

HB 1868, that would “prohibit engine exhaust and 
evaporative emissions from new outdoor power 
equipment,” a prohibition to take effect as early as 
January 1, 2026.

Persons using gas-powered equipment bought before the 
ban takes effect would presumably not be subject to fines 
or jail time. They might still be subject to investigation, 
though, if one of their grandfathered gas-powered tools 
looks too shiny.

And they might be at risk if they ignore the prohibition 
and buy post-January-2026-produced gas-powered 
mowers from out of state.

Exactly how the legislation would play out is hard to 
predict. But it does not look good for the average guy who 
just wants to keep his plot in shape.

Government agencies dealing with “natural or human-
caused emergency events” would be exempt, at least 
initially. They wouldn’t have to worry about spending a 
year in jail for efficiently cutting the lawn. 

Just everybody else.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.  
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