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It’s official.
The overt and covert censorship of social-media posts over 
the last several years has been extensively documented 
in a new congressional report, “The Weaponization of 
‘Disinformation’ Pseudo-experts and Bureaucrats: How the 
Federal Government Partnered With Universities to Censor 
Americans’ Political Speech.”

Anyone paying attention knew that this was happening. We 
knew that Google, Facebook, pre-Musk Twitter and others 
of the biggest social-media companies were systematically 
stopping account holders from uttering opinions that 
contradicted official government doctrines about COVID-19, 
elections, and other matters.

We also knew that government officials were publicly and 

vehemently “suggesting” that social media companies try 
harder to stomp speech that some government officials 
disagree with.

We didn’t know — until government emails and other 
documents came to light thanks to various lawsuits — how 
routinely, behind the scenes, many federal officials were 
directing the censorship of specific disapproved posts.

The report’s authors say that as the 2020 election 
approached and the pandemic raged, people sought to 
discuss “the merits of unprecedented, mid-election-cycle 
changes to election procedures” and other controversial 
matters. But “their constitutionally protected speech 
was intentionally suppressed as a consequence of the 
federal government’s direct coordination with third-party 
organizations, particularly universities and social 
media platforms.”

We have other sources of many of the facts here 
outlined. But the fact that the abuses are being formally 
acknowledged and detailed by the anti-censorship wing of 
the federal government — instead of being swept under 
the rug, as is traditional — may help prevent this form of 
election interference from happening again.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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