Leverage & Resistance

October 13, 2023

“Let’s be clear,” said Representative Thomas
Massie (R-Ky.) yesterday, speaking of the
difficulty Republicans in the House of
Representatives have in finding a new Speaker,
“January was a coronation, and it was difficult;
this is a competition, and it’s going to be even
more difficult.”

Asked about the Steve Scalise (R-La.) candidacy, Rep. Massie

replied that at least 20 Republicans would never vote for
Scalise as Speaker.

Wednesday, Scalise expressed his honor to have been
nominated for the position. Thursday he withdrew his
nomination. “There are still some people that have their
own agendas. And I was very clear we have to have
everybody put their agendas on the side and focus on
what this country needs.”

This begs the question. What does the country need? Bad-
mouthing the dozen or so who would not support his
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compromising techniques as pushing “their own agenda” is a
rhetorical move, but it is by no means demonstrated.

Massie made the point that the recently ousted Speaker
(whose ouster he did not support) had negotiated a
significant concession from the Biden Administration — a
one percent reduction in spending for a debt limit increase —
and that no candidate for Speaker who would not press this
advantage further could be accepted.

The collapse of the Scalise campaign leaves only Rep. Jim
Jordan (R-Oh.) in the offing. A far better option. As of this
writing, on Thursday night, no one else has thrown a hat into
the ring.

It’s a pretty contentious ring, with elbows getting thrown by
the Republican Freedom Caucus types leveraging the power
they have. The establishment GOP is reeling.

Which is not always a good thing.
And Democrats? Appalled.

Which is not necessarily a bad thing. With a $33 trillion debt
and growing fast, should everyone blithely march towards
oblivion, meekly following the leader in Washington’s favorite
version of Kick the Can?

This is Common Sense. I'm Paul Jacob.
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