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A perennial bill in the California 
Assembly, Constitutional Amendment 1, 
would make it harder for voters to block 
local tax increases in accordance with 
the provisions of Proposition 13, which 
voters passed in 1978.
ACA 1 would shrink the percentage of voters who must approve 
certain tax increases from two thirds to 55 percent in cases 
where the money would purportedly be used for infrastructure 
or public housing.

Passage would further erode the legacy of Prop 13, 
which in addition to cutting taxes, limiting tax increases, and 
requiring a two-thirds legislative majority to increase state 
taxes, also imposed a two-thirds threshold for voter approval for 

special local taxes.

In 2000, voters accepted a lower threshold for approval of 
school bonds — 55 percent instead of two thirds — enabling 
billions more in property taxes.

That’s bad enough, but things could easily get worse.

Jon Coupal of the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers Association observes 
that if enacted, ACA 1 would be used to raise taxes repeatedly 
in local elections by dint of dubbing all government spending 
“infrastructure.” 

The infrastructure exemption is an innovation of the 2023 
version of the bill (the tricky tricksters never stop).

Moreover, if passed, the amendment would take effect 
immediately. “Billions of dollars in tax hikes will start that 
much faster.”

Coupal stresses that the new exactions would be added to 
property tax bills “above and beyond Prop 13’s one percent cap” 
on property taxes.

ACA 1 keeps getting reintroduced and, so far, keeps getting 
killed off, like the mad killer in a teen slasher movie. Only to be 
revived for the sequel.

Kill it again.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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