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In November 2021, at taxpayer-funded 
Clovis Community College, the group Young 
Americans for Freedom requested permission 
to post flyers. College officials assented.
The flyers attacked socialism. Uh oh. This was a grave 
violation of the alleged inalienable right of socialist 
students on the campus to never be exposed to 
disagreement with their views.

Some of the aggrieved students complained. We are 
offended, they told the school.

Administrators furrowed their brows and quickly 
determined that the school could not permit such 
offensive speech.

Suddenly censored, the YAF students who had posted 
the flyers went to court, represented by the Foundation 
for Individual Rights and Expression (FIRE). They 

quickly won a district court victory that has now been 
affirmed in the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.

According to the court’s ruling, “The district court did 
not abuse its discretion when it concluded that [the 
students] were likely to succeed on the merits of their 
claim that the ‘inappropriate or offens[ive] language or 
themes’ provision was facially overbroad.”

This means that the case can continue.

Clovis YAF Chair Juliette Colunga hopes that in 
response to the ruling, Clovis will finally decide “to 
explicitly protect the constitutional rights of its students 
to speak freely.”

The school has tried to forestall further litigation to 
require it to set forth an unambiguous policy protecting 
freedom of speech by conceding that the students may 
post the anti-socialist flyers.

That’s not enough for FIRE, though, which is 
proceeding with the litigation.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.    
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