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Very soon, maybe, the Chinese government 
will be able to peruse secret military and 
other electronic missives being transmitted 
“throughout the southeastern U.S., where 
many military bases are located, and monitor 
U.S. ship traffic,” according to a Wall Street 
Journal story.
Under an until-now secret agreement between China 
and Cuba, Cuba will charge China a mere several 
billion dollars for Cuba’s permission to build the 
eavesdropping station on Cuban territory.

If cited intelligence is accurate, the planned station 
would enable China to spy on emails, phone calls, 
satellite transmissions, and other communications. 
The data thus scooped up would probably facilitate 
China-sponsored cyberwarfare and other sabotage, as 

well as its pursuit of overseas Chinese nationals 
that the Chinese government wants to keep trapped 
in China.

Craig Singleton, an analyst for the think 
tank Foundation for Defense of Democracies, 
says that moving to establish the spy facility 
“signals a new, escalatory phase in China’s broader 
defense strategy. The selection of Cuba is also 
intentionally provocative.”

Perhaps the publicity about the spy station will help 
to stop it from happening.

John Kirby, a National Security Council spokesman, 
told the Journal that its story is “inaccurate” without 
spelling out the inaccuracies. He also said that the 
U.S. is taking steps to counter Chinese development 
of such spy infrastructure. “We remain confident that 
we are able to meet all our security commitments at 
home and in the region.”

I guess we’ll see. Before it’s too late, I hope.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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