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Thanks to 
renewable-energy 
mandates and 
other regulations, 
California muddles 
along with crippled 
power markets 
in which rolling 
blackouts are 
routine when 
demand for electricity is high and sun 
and wind are unavailable.
Apparently, this and other burdens on energy usage in 
the Brownout State are insufficient to fully immobilize 

everybody who relies on things that need to function. 
So the state’s utilities are preparing to also impose 
socialist billing on its customers.

Pacific Gas & Electric, San Diego Gas & Electric, and 
Southern California Edison are proposing that the flat-
rate component of power bills be based on income. 
Once regulators sign off, there is to be an ongoing 
transfer of wealth from richer to poorer.

The utilities aren’t acting independently. 

They’re obeying a legislative mandate.

In addition to a flat-rate component of utility bills 
that would be $15 for the poorest customers and 
$85 for the wealthiest customers, there would still 
be a component based on power consumption. 
So the impending looting of nonpoor customers 
could be worse.

The socialism isn’t full bore yet.

But I doubt that initial limits on this redistribution 
agenda would remain intact were the scheme 
implemented and to persist.

In addition to other objections, there is also the matter 
of how utilities will know their customers’ incomes. 
Will customers be required to report and prove these 
incomes? The central planners presumably regard this 
invasion of privacy as not worth fretting about. 

They’re too busy creating perfect equality . . . 
of brownouts.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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