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“Is this just 
human stupidity?”
I asked that, last week, 
regarding the flourishing 
of the Omicron variants of 
SARS-CoV-2 in China. The 
Communist-run country is 
undergoing a huge spike 
in infections, millions of 
infections, after years now 
of totalitarian tracking and 
quarantine protocols.

I had mentioned the regime’s lack of interest in 
encouraging the growth of natural immunity, in its 
various forms. Instead of helping people cope with the 

new disease, the Chinazis thought they could corral their 
society to prevent the spread.

That broke down completely, this winter.

But was the quarantine policy and its breakdown just 
plain old stupidity? Folly in familiar forms?  “Or is it 
something more sinister?”

Well, yesterday Dr. John Campbell focused his regular 
online talk on how the totalitarian quarantines fell apart.

The Chinese infection rate had been relatively low — to 
the extent that we can trust statistics from a lying regime 
— because of the thoroughgoing nature of the quarantine 
policies, which immiserated millions, and caused 
numerous deaths, just as lockdowns would do in almost 
any society.

While acknowledging the protests that swept China, 
Campbell argues that a bigger factor in ending the policy 
was the fact that many Chinese were bribing officials to 
obtain negative results on the mandatory tests, thereby 
gaining license to go about as normal. And spread the 
disease — quite rapidly — in a low-immunity society, low 
in part because the CCP chose the Zero COVID policy . . . 
rather than a strategy of a freer society.

Still, in China and America, the totalitarian itch 
remains. The dream of zero transmission seems 
“rational” to many people, especially those who demand 
that The State solve every problem. It hasn’t worked 
anywhere, though. 

And not just due to the chronic bribery and corruption 
fostered by authoritarian societies, but because isn’t 
good medical or political science.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

On the web at: thisIsCommonSense.org  |  Think Freely Media, 190 S. LaSalle St., Suite 1500, Chicago, IL 60603  |  FAX: 703-910-7728

CommonSense Paul Jacob

 The dream of zero 
transmission seems “rational” 

to many people, especially 
those who demand that The 
State solve every problem. 

https://thisiscommonsense.org/2022/12/27/the-zero-tolerance-policy-that-failed/
https://rumble.com/embed/v2147zu/?pub=qudw0
http://thisIsCommonSense.com

