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In the last couple of years, the 
Republican National Committee 
has launched 73 lawsuits in 
twenty states to challenge 
slack, lax, state-law-defying 
election rules and prepare for 
further lawsuits if the elections 
in November are afflicted by 
any shenanigans. A good start.

The litigation pertains to things like treatment 
of poll watchers, how absentee ballots should be 

counted, and whether noncitizens may be 
allowed to vote. The RNC has achieved some 
important successes.

• In June, a New York court ruled that a new law 
giving almost a million noncitizens the right to 
vote in New York City is unconstitutional. The 
RNC has also sued to block noncitizen voting 
in two Vermont towns.

• A court ruled that Michigan Secretary of 

State Jocelyn Benson violated the law when 
imposing new restrictions on poll watchers.

• Nevada and Arizona must now provide poll-
worker data to ensure that both major political 
parties are represented at voting sites.

A lot of electoral hanky-panky in 2020 
was never adequately investigated. Many of us 
were blindsided by the brazenness with which 
foes of one-citizen-one-honest-vote exploited 
COVID-19 fears to undermine election integrity. 
(It was an emergency. Safeguards just had to be 
scuttled, supposedly.)

Until the time machine gets invented, though, 
we’re stuck with the electoral results of that year. 
We can no longer contest the 2020 election.

But we can darn well contest the 2022 election if 
and when we espy dubious electoral doings. 

And the 2024 election too.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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