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Was there once a golden age of
probity in government? Where no
corruption, self-dealing, or partisan
double-standards prevailed?

Well, surely there have been
times when politicians generally
tried to pretend harder.

A story in the Washington Post
epitomizes current attitudes.

“The nation’s most prestigious

scientific body said Tuesday that

it has barred a key White House official focused on
climate change, Jane Lubchenco, from participating
in its publications and activities for five years,” wrote
Maxine Joselow six weeks ago. It turns out that the
National Academy of Sciences took this uncommon
course for good reason. “While serving as an

It doesn’t mean
that much, when
she’s in government.
That’s about money
and propaganda, and
power. Not science.

editor for the Proceedings of the National Academy
of Sciences, Lubchenco accepted an article for
publication that was later retracted because it relied
on outdated data, and because she has a personal
relationship with one of the authors, who is her
brother-in-law.”
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Now, Dr. Lubchenco has admitted her “error of
judgment” and her “regret.”

But she’s not just any White House official: “Despite
this disciplinary action from one of the most prestigious
science organizations in the world,” explained M.
Anthony Mills and lan R. Banks in The Wall Street
Journal this weekend, “and her own admission of fault
— Ms. Lubchenco continues to lead the White House’s
Scientific Integrity Task Force.”

The Biden Administration — called “The Biden” here
on Tuesday, as a tip of the hat to the commonsense
conjecture that Joe Biden isn’t really in charge —
hasn’t removed Lubchenco from her position. She
still co-chairs the Scientific Integrity Task Force.

And her being barred from publication

and participation in a number of scientific venues?
It doesn’t mean that much, when she’s in
government. That's about money and propaganda,
and power. Not science.

Or integrity.

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.
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