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The Biden Administration 
wants to make sure that 
marijuana users do not 
own guns. 

Florida Commissioner of 
Agriculture Nikki Fried, a 
Democrat, is not with the 
administration on this 
matter. Her department 
oversees concealed carry 
permits as well as some 
cannabis regulation, 
and she “argues that 
prohibiting all cannabis consumers from owning 
guns violates the Second Amendment” as well as 

violating “a congressional spending rider, known 
as the Rohrabacher-Farr Amendment, that bars 
the Justice Department from interfering with the 
implementation of state medical marijuana laws,” 
explains Jacob Sullum for Reason magazine. Fried 
has sued the federal government to allow Florida to 
grant concealed carry permits to marijuana users — 
something the federal government disallows.

The Justice Department has now asked the courts 
to dismiss the case.

This is especially rich, since President Biden 

himself has been on the liberal side of marijuana 
regulation — though certainly not with guns, where 
he’s on the tyrants’ side.

Among many inconsistencies, current law does 
not prohibit people addicted to legal psychoactive 
drugs from owning guns, as Sullum notes, nor 
make a big deal about alcohol, the abuse of which 
has a well-understood linkage with violence, while 
marijuana does not.

One could go through all the inanities, here, but 
we should not assume government makes sense 
on these issues. The federal government should 
generally not be in the business of regulating 
either gun ownership or drug usage.

States that recognize “constitutional carry” 
show how Florida could advance beyond the 
current mess of too much government interference 
in this realm. 

It wouldn’t be an issue were Florida to get out of 
the concealed carry permit racket.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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