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The cycle runs like this:

1. Some (usually young) man 
shoots a number of people 
in a gun-free zone;

2. Media people whip their 
viewers into a frenzy about 
the need for “common 
sense gun control laws” or 
a complete gun ban;

3. Politicians scurry to 
“do something.”

Despite the fact that the 
Uvalde and Indianapolis mall shootings suggest contrary 
policies, Congress has just produced a law that actually 

takes a step . . . in the wrong direction, adding more 
penalties, for example, on top of existing penalties for 
convicted felons caught in possession of firearms.*

“Contrary to what you may have read or heard, the 
story of how that happened is not an inspiring example 
of bipartisan cooperation to protect public safety,” 
Jacob Sullum, writing in Reason. “It is a dispiriting 
illustration of how the worst instincts of both major 
parties combine to produce policies that are neither 
just nor sensible.”

The deal gave R’s tougher sentences and D’s more 
gun control, and “both got to pretend they were doing 
something to prevent mass shootings.”

Not addressed? The insane policy, originally pushed by 
one Senator Joe Biden, of “gun-free zones.” As anyone 
with common sense knows, bad guys who want to 
make a statement by killing lots of people, prefer gun-
free zones to other areas.

A more subtle aspect of the cycle is how the topic of 
gun legislation, as handled by politicians and major 
media propagandists, itself elicits broken men to 
break the law and kill, kill, kill.

What if the best way to break the cycle would be to 
accept the Second Amendment as a given and spurn 
every demagogue in Congress and the media who 
persists on defying the Constitution?

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

----------------------- 
* Neither the Uvalde nor the Indianapolis shooter were 
convicted felons.
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As anyone with common 
sense knows, bad guys who 

want to make a statement by 
killing lots of people, prefer 

gun-free zones to other areas.


