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In Indianapolis, a 20-year-old 
man opened fire in Greenwood 
Park Mall and killed 
three people.

The Sunday shooter might 
have killed many others, his 
apparent plan, but another 
young man shot and killed him 
early in his rampage.

“The real hero of the day,” said Greenwood Police 
Chief Jim Ison, “is the citizen that was lawfully carrying 

a firearm in that food court and was able to stop the 
shooter almost as soon as he began.”

The 22-year-old man with a gun is Elisjsha Dicken. 
Careful observation0cken was carrying a firearm lawfully 
was perhaps necessary to preempt concern about any 
legal jeopardy for him. 

Indiana’s concealed carry law had only recently 
been liberalized.

But if I’d been there that day, perhaps spared by 

Dicken’s quick action, I suspect that .my only thought 
would have been: “Thank God he was there, had a gun, 
and knew how to use it.” And if it turned out that my 
savior was carrying unlawfully, well, so what? 

Alive is alive.

This sentiment, however, is not universally shared. Folks 
who support citizen disarmament are unsurprisingly 
uncomfortable with honoring someone who does 
precisely what those of us who support citizen armament 
expect armed citizens to do: save lives when needed.

Leah Barkoukis, writing at Townhall, notes that some 
leftist Twitterati objected to Dicken’s carrying a gun into 
a mall that declares itself to be “a gun free zone.” A few 
even demanded prosecuting Mr. Dicken!

Understandably, mall spokespeople have evaded 
discussion of using their creaky legal grounds to do 
anything so preposterous. 

As anyone with sense knows, making a large public 
venue “gun free” is not an effective way to keep people 
safe. As Mr. Dicken demonstrated.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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