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According to the government 
of New York State, it should be 
as easy as possible for a mass 
shooter to do the job.

No, this is not the stated 
goal of the “landmark 
legislative package” signed by 
Governor Hochul. It is merely 
what the result will be . . . to 
the extent that these new 
laws further prevent innocent 
persons from arming and 
armoring themselves.

You see, determined killers have no qualms about 
evading gun-control laws, or much difficulty evading 
them. In New York, these laws now include a 

prohibition on selling body armor to anyone not a 
member of “specified professions” like the military and 
law enforcement.

Lawmakers and the governor ignore the slew of 
categories of other people who may have reason to 
especially protect themselves in public: unpopular 

people, famous people, wealthy people, people 
living in crime- or riot-ridden areas, and nervous 
people who, in the judgment of somebody else, may 
be going overboard.

All have a right to protect themselves.

But that’s a right not now defended in New York, 
whose politicians prefer to enact silly “performative” 
legislation banning “devices incapable of offensive  
use.” New Yorkers are just not supposed to notice that, 
in preparing to commit their crimes, bad guys do often 
use many of the same tools used by good guys to 
defend themselves . . . or just to eat steak (knives have 
been used to commit crimes) or go to the store (as 
cars can kill on purpose as well by accident).

It seems unlikely that governments will one day 
also restrict sales of steak knives and four-wheeled 
vehicles to members of specified blessed professions. 
But the dictates of mere common sense provide no 
assurance here.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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