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Harken back to those heady
days leading up to Election
2020, when six men were
arrested for a scheme to
snatch Michigan Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer from her home.

As with other October
surprises, the case was
immediately politicized.

“Democrats on Thursday made

it clear they felt President Trump

was at least in part to blame for an alleged scheme to
kidnap the governor of Michigan,” government-subsidized
NPR noted, “citing the president’s divisive rhetoric that
has often found support among white supremacists and

This was the result of a
wrongheaded and dangerous
policy that, instead of lawfully
monitoring suspected criminals
to prevent violence, actively
nurtures and encourages crimes.

other hate groups.” CNN used the phrase “domestic
terrorist plot” in relating presidential challenger Joe
Biden'’s laying of blame against Donald Trump.

Sixmen were charged in federal court with directly
conspiring to nab the governor. Two have pled guilty to
the federal charges, but on Friday the trial ended very
differently for the four other would-be abductors.

“A federal jury acquitted two men of conspiring
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to kidnap Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer, and
deadlocked on the counts against two others,”
reported The Washington Post, “apparently agreeing
to some degree with defense claims that FBI agents
entrapped the men in a violent plot shortly before the
2020 election.”

“The Whitmer kidnapping plot,” Reason’s Robby Soave
explained months ago, “was extensively directed and
encouraged by agents of the government.”

This was not just a bungled prosecution.* This was
the result of a wrongheaded and dangerous policy
that, instead of lawfully monitoring suspected
criminals to prevent violence, actively nurtures and
encourages crimes.

And breaks the story in early October of an election year.

Sure, | know the government is here to help — but
even “domestic terrorists”?

This is Common Sense. I’'m Paul Jacob.

* “Suffice it to say,” Soave wrote about the FBI’'s handing of the case,
“it's very hard to tell the cops from the criminals in this matter.” For
instance, “the government’s star witness, FBI Agent Robert Trask,
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