Pucker Up
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“Never have so few applied so
much lipstick to such a pig.”

That’s what term limits
activist Kurt O’Keefe told the
Michigan Board of Canvassers
last week, as it considered
the official title for a citizen
initiative that he argues is
anything but.

The Detroit attorney points
out that the proposed ballot
measure — sponsored by

a group named Voters for
Transparency and Term Limits — actually comes
from “current and future politicians” and “current
and future lobbyists.”

These insiders, who’ve “never been in favor” of
term limits, seek to replace the 6- and 8-year

“This is a trick,” warned
U.S. Term Limits National Field
Director Scott Tillman. “We
know it is a trick. They know it
is a trick. They had to sweeten it
up with transparency.”

cap now in place in the House and Senate,
respectively, with a 12-year overall limit in both
houses. At the hearing, proponents argued that
the ballot title should declare simply that their
measure reduces the current term limits — even
though it would double terms in the House and up
the Senate cap by 50 percent.
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The initiative would also allow former Speakers and
previously termed-out legislators to return like the
undead to their former capitol haunts.

“This is a trick,” warned U.S. Term Limits National
Field Director Scott Tillman. “We know it is a trick.
They know it is a trick. They had to sweeten it up
with transparency.”

That'’s the lipstick.

Yet, the transparency fix, instead of simply enacting
a financial disclosure system, orders the legislature
to do so. Of course, the legislature cannot be forced
to legislate, so the measure encourages endless
lawsuits against the legislature.

As if to further show just how sincere these
politicians are, their “voters” front-group has raked
in $5 million from “unknown sources,” according to
the Michigan Information & Research Service.

They are transparent only in their
self-serving insincerity.

Oink oink.

This is Common Sense. I'm Paul Jacob.
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