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It was not immediately clear 
what had changed regarding 
“the science,” when, midweek, 
Britain’s Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson lifted the Queen’s 
government’s mask mandates 
and other coronavirus restrictions.

The case for and against mask 
efficacy has been about the same 
for a very long time. There’s no 
obvious statistical evidence for 
mask mandates working. And pre-2020 studies showed 
ambiguous results for preventing virus transmission by 

wearing masks — and certainly not for the cloth masks 
most people wear.

So what changed?

Well, Johnson cited the omicron variant. “Our scientists 
believe that the omicron wave has now peaked 
nationally,” he said, adding that hospital admissions had 
stabilized and that London admissions were falling. 

So he lifted mask requirements in schools, too.

This takes some pressure off him. The vast majority of 
Brits are tired of masks, especially on students.

Predictably, however, some school masters appear to be 
clinging to the cloth. 

Regardless, why the change?

Spokespersons for the beleaguered opposition party, 
Labour, argue it’s mostly political, since Boris was caught 
at two bigwig parties where no one was wearing masks. 
“Can the PM share the evidence,” asked one, “behind his 
decision and that he’s not just protecting his job?” 

And Johnson says that “the scientific evidence is there 
for everybody to consult” — but, face it, everything these 
politicians say is half-assessed and untrustworthy.

But at least the people of Britain will receive a little 
let-up from the oppressive “scientific” tyranny of their 
government.

Not all states to the west of the Atlantic can 
say the same.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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