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Juhana Pohjola, writes Joy 
Pullmann in The Federalist, may 
be “the first in the post-Soviet 
Union West to be brought up on 
criminal charges for preaching 
the Christian message as it has 
been established for thousands 
of years.”

While it may seem strange 
that Bishop Pohjola’s being 
prosecuted for saying Christian things — considering 
that he heads the Evangelical Lutheran Mission 

Diocese of Finland, and the Lutheran Church is the 
country’s state church — the truth is that Finland 
is majority nonbeliever, now, and the actual state 
religion might best be called Wokianity. 

That is why he’s being prosecuted.

And he’s not alone. 

Former Minister of the Interior and current 
Member of Parliament Päivi Räsänen also faces 
charges: “The medical doctor, mother of five, and 
grandmother of seven is accused of having engaged 
in ‘hate speech’ for publicly voicing her opinion on 

marriage and human sexuality in a 2004 pamphlet, 
for comments made on a 2019 radio show, and a 
tweet directed at her church leadership.” 

That last is a quotation from the ADF International, 
which describes itself as “a faith-based legal 
advocacy organization that protects fundamental 
freedoms and promotes the inherent dignity of all 
people.” The tweet quoted a Bible verse.

At issue is protecting “government-privileged identity 
groups,” in this case LGBTQ folks, from “centuries-old 
Christian teachings about sex” that “incite hatred.” 

A sign of the times: Finland, which used to be very 
liberal, is now merely “progressive” — making the 
assault on Christian beliefs for being un-woke 
completely unsurprising.

And worth noting here in America. For this sort of 
attack on free speech and freedom of religion is 
obviously what many on the left wish to implement.

It’s Wokianity versus Christianity . . . those with 
political powerful against the most basic rights of the 
First Amendment.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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