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Weeks ago, the U.S. military 
confirmed that China tested a 
hypersonic missile last summer 
capable of speeding around the 
globe with a nuclear payload. 

Top generals called it “a 
Sputnik moment.”

Speaking of Sputnik, on Monday 
the Russians blew up one of 
their own orbiting satellites with 
a missile test that reportedly 
sprayed dangerous debris into the 
orbital path of the international 
space station.

On Monday evening, President Joe Biden and Chinese 
President Xi Jinping held an hours-long virtual summit to 
discuss issues between the two countries.

“Their relationship had become so toxic and so 
dysfunctional,” BBC’s China correspondent Stephen 

McDonnell wrote, “that these video discussions have 
been, in part, an attempt to ensure that competition 
between China and the US didn’t drift into armed conflict 
due to a misunderstanding at a global hotspot.”

“Competition”? 

“Drift” into a shooting war? 

Caused by “misunderstanding”?

Stop the silly pretense. China’s building and militarizing 
islands in the South China Sea, its bullying of numerous 
neighboring countries, its threats of a military invasion 
against free, democratic Taiwan and its genocidal 
oppression of the Uighurs, etc., have nothing to do with 
drifting, are not a big misunderstanding, nor the result of 
normal economic competition.

The Chinazis are dangerous. 

Most endangered? 

Taiwan — which, in contorted diplomatic double-speak, 
the U.S. has sorta pledged to defend.

“President Xi warned President Biden,” CBS News 
explained, that “U.S. support for Taiwan would be like 
playing with fire.”

Let’s not “play” with fire. Sure. But while Biden’s response 
that Taiwan is “independent” and “makes its own 
decisions” is right and true, it is still hardly above the level 
of smoke signal. 

More’s needed. 

Like what?

Actual defense.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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