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“Two words from Taiwan’s leader 
threaten to upend U.S.-China ties,” 
headlined The Japan Times’ story.

Weeks ago, China’s totalitarian 
leader Xi Jinping mentioned his 
itch for peaceful “reunification” 
with Taiwan.* Or else. No pause 
in his warplanes crossing into 
Taiwan’s air defense identification 
zone, nor withdrawal of the 
continual threat of military 
invasion. 

Taiwanese President Tsai Ing-wen offered that the two 
countries were “not subordinate” to each other — which 
deeply hurt Xi’s feelings because . . . well, his Chinazis have 
their hearts set on subordinating Taiwan. In fact, the only 
thing preventing that deadly, freedom-suffocating Sino-

subordination is the united weight — military and economic 
— of allied countries.

Japan, for instance. And the European Union, too — which 
just voted to deepen ties to Taiwan, ignoring Beijing’s 
demand to shun the island nation. 

At a CNN “town hall” last week, President Joe Biden 
vowed the U.S. would defend Taiwan against a Chinese 

attack. Diplomatic folk tried to walk that back to “strategic 
ambiguity,” but billions of Asians heard him say it.  

“To whom does Taiwan belong?” asked Pat Buchanan 
earlier this year, in a column trudging through 70 years 
of weaselly-worded communiqués and diplomatic 
understandings.

But comedian John Oliver counters that “people who aren’t 
Taiwanese making decisions for Taiwan is a bit f***ing 
played out, historically.”

“So maybe the best thing we can do is move past talking 
about Taiwan like it’s some kind of poker chip in a never-
ending game of us versus them,” he concluded on his 
HBO show Last Week Tonight. “Because the fact is Taiwan 
is not a plucky bulwark against the Red Menace, nor is it 
some island-sized Viagra to rejuvenate the Chinese nation. 
Taiwan is 23 million people who, in the face of considerable 
odds, have built a free democratic society and very much 
deserve the right to decide their own future in any way that 
they deem fit.”

Let’s call it: Not subordinate.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.

--------------------------------

* Since Taiwan has never been a part of the People’s Republic of 
China, there can be no prefix “re” in the threatened unification — by 
missiles and machine guns.
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“Because the fact 
is Taiwan is not a 

plucky bulwark against 
the Red Menace, nor is 

it some island-sized 
Viagra to rejuvenate the 

Chinese nation . . .”


