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I have never made but one 
prayer to God, a very short one: 
‘Oh Lord, make my enemies 
ridiculous.’ And God granted it.

—Voltaire
Our enemies are ridiculous. 
So why do they seem to 
be winning?

For today’s lesson, catch the 
pro-trans protests outside 
the offices of Netflix. Trans 
activists and a few of Netflix’s own trans employees 
were protesting the occasion of the online streaming 
giant’s “platforming” of comedian Dave Chappelle, 
whose latest special, The Closer, took a few digs at 
the huge influence that the tiny trans “community” 
has on American cultural and political life. 

Chappelle referred to the way J.K. Rowling, author 
of the Harry Potter books, was treated online for 
defending biological women, declared himself a 
feminist on “Team TERF,” and talked about a trans 
friend of his who committed suicide after defending 
him online in a previous comedy special trans-fracas. 

Did Chappelle say something untrue? Unfunny? 
Doesn’t matter. What he said, protesters proclaimed, 
was hurtful.

Each of us will judge all that in our own way. But we 
should be able to agree on one thing: the way the 
small protest mob treated one counter-protester was 
not truthful but very ridiculous. 

Relevant details: a man attended the event holding 
aloft a sign saying “We Like Dave” on the obverse 
and “Jokes Are Funny” on the reverse.

A protester on the trans side of the divide tore up 
his sign, leaving him holding the naked stick, then 
shouting, “He’s got a weapon!” The crowd echoed, 
“He’s got a weapon!”

Activists these days often say “speech is violence” 
and “words are weapons.” Here, they violently rob 
a man of his speech and declare what’s left of his 
attempt a literal weapon. They think they are clever. 
But they are merely ridiculous.

Not funny like Dave Chappelle.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob.
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