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Congress is about to make 
the lives of an awful lot of 
people an awful lot harder.

So what else is new?

But the legislation in 
play does seem new — in 
suddenness and scope. 

It would impose massive 
newfangled regimentation 
on how we make a living. And it would kill the 
livelihoods of millions of people.

I refer to people who do gigs and freelance 
assignments for a living. One might ask why 
Democrats have it in for this kind of worker. Is it 
to appease unions? Is it the result of the same 

ideological forces that drove Karl Marx to despise 
the professional classes, needing to turn everyone 
into a prole? 

After all, this anti-freelancer agenda is not new. 
Similar legislation, called AB5, was tried a few 
years ago in California, instituted at the behest of 

activists eager to reduce competition with union 
work and remove chances for non-9-to-5 ways of 
making a living.

The premier target was ride-share companies 
Uber and Lyft. But many were caught in the net. 
AB5 created havoc throughout the state. Even 
socialist freelancers hated its mass murder of 
options and opportunity.

AB5-style congressional legislation to outlaw gig 
or freelance work except under very restricted 
circumstances is now being discussed in the U.S. 
Senate after having passed the U.S. House. It would 
also give unions many ugly new weapons to use to 
impose themselves on employees and employers.

In California, AB5 was mostly repealed by a 
citizen initiative.

Will there be a national citizen initiative to also 
promptly repeal the Protecting the Right to 
Organize Act? Unlikely, since Americans currently 
lack the right to enact national citizen initiatives.

This is Common Sense. I’m Paul Jacob. 
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The premier target was ride-
share companies Uber and 
Lyft. But many were caught 

in the net. AB5 created 
havoc throughout the state.


